The International Academy of Health Sciences Informatics: An Academy of Excellence C. U. Lehmann, H.-A. Park, E. H. Shortliffe, P. Degoulet The Field of Health Sciences Informatics For the last 50 years, the International Medical Informatics Association (IMIA) has served as an important actor for the International community of biomedical and health informaticians. IMIA has been leading efforts to grow and nurture a collaborative global biomedical and health Informatics community that encourages and supports international initiatives to improve health for all. IMIA has brought researchers, scientists, educators, implementers, clinicians, and patients together from around the world to advance biomedical and health informatics science, education, and practice [1] . IMIA has achieved this goal through collaboration, development of guidelines and policies, learning, and exchange of knowledge, skills, and ideas.
The past decades have seen a tremendous growth and an increasing maturity in our field. Worldwide electronic health record implementation and health information exchange are on the rise requiring an ever growing, highly skilled, international labor force. Population health and the quantified health experience, as well as efforts in research informatics and translational / applied informatics have accelerated. As result, the maturing of the field has led to a growing group of international leaders and recognized experts in biomedical and health Informatics.
International Academy of Health Sciences Informatics
In 2015, the Board of Directors of the International Medical Informatics Association approved the creation of the International Academy of Health Sciences Informatics (IAHSI). IAHSI will be a highly selected group of international leaders and experts in biomedical and health informatics.
IAHSI Mission and Membership
IAHSI will stimulate and direct research, play an important role in exchanging knowledge, educate the broader community, promote the field, advise governments and non-governmental organizations, mobilize governmental and non-profit support, produce policy documents (e.g., recommendations and position statements), and train the next generation of experts.
Similar to national Academies of Sciences, the International Academy IAHSI is intended to recognize excellent individual leaders, promote the exchange of methodologies, develop and foster new ideas, and encourage cross-border collaboration and sharing of resources. The Academy will also serve as an honor society that recognizes expertise in biomedical and health informatics internationally. Academy membership will be one of the highest honors in the international field of biomedical and health informatics. Election to membership carries the expectation of a candidate being recognized as a leader and promoter of the field. Elected members will hold the title of Member of the International Academy of Health Sciences Informatics for life.
Election to the Inaugural Class of IAHSI
The IMIA Board of Directors asked Drs. Edward H. Shortliffe and Patrice Degoulet, with the help of IMIA President Hyeoun-Ae Park, President-Elect Christoph U. Lehmann, and IMIA CEO Elaine Huesing, to shepherd the nomination of the initial candidates and the election of the inaugural class of IAHSI. The committee prepared a ballot of almost 200 names of leaders in the field. These nominees were proposed by IMIA's Honorary Fellows, board members, working group chairs, past officers, as well as past national leaders of IMIA member societies. All nominees were asked to select the founding members from the list of nominees. Because IMIA is an international body, the committee took steps to assure that the selected founding members represent all the regions of IMIA. Each nominee had up to 100 votes. The first 56 of any nominee's votes were mandatory and had to be allocated in accordance with a distribution that reflects the size of the member organizations within IMIA: Africa (2), Asia-Pacific (14), Europe (20), Latin America (6), Middle East (4), and North America (10). The remaining votes could then be distributed across the various regions. Nominees were asked to spread their "at-large" votes across the regions rather than focusing on only one or two. Because of regional ties in the votes, the final number of elected members reached 120.
The Future of IAHSI IMIA hopes to convene the inaugural class of IAHSI Members in August 2017 in Hangzhou, China, at the 16 th World Congress on Medical and Health Informatics (MEDINFO 2017). The new Academy will function as an elected body of members contained within IMIA and will elect a President, a treasurer, a secretary, and two members at large to serve as an executive committee.
IAHSI will have its own rules and regulations that guide the organization, its activities, and its relationship with the parent organization. The founding members will create the rules and regulations and will establish both the processes for nominating and electing new members in future years as well as the activities that will define the Academy and its role in the biomedical and health informatics community.
Inaugural Class of IAHSI Members
Please join the IMIA Board of Directors, the special task force, and IMIA staff in congratulating the members of the inaugural class of the International Academy of Health Sciences Informatics (Table 1) . You have achieved worldwide recognition and admiration by your peers and are truly the leaders and mentors of our field.
